
SBIR Contract spurs entrepreneurial advances 

When Pete Bitar ran a Styrofoam-recycling company 
in Portland, Oregon in the 1990s, the recycling 
process produced significant amounts of static 

discharge. Occasionally, the bursts of electricity shocked him, a 
phenomenon of industrial-scale Styrofoam friction. For an in-
novative businessman, it was an entrepreneurial aha moment. 

“I thought, ‘Dang, this would make a great weapon,’” Bitar 
said.

Years later, he had the opportunity to test that idea by 
responding to a Department  of Defense (DoD) Small Business 
Innovation Research (SBIR) solicitation to develop a non-lethal 
electroshock weapon. 






